Shortly after the end of WFMU's 2011 fundraising Marathon, I began trying to think of an idea for a 2012 fundraising premium CD to encourage folks to pledge their financial support to the station. Something so amazing that it would reward our longtime supporters while bringing new ones into the fold. I truly believe in WFMU and feel it deserves the widest possible audience, so I felt like something special was called for.

I decided that I had to offer something unique: a CD of all-new recordings made specifically for this project!

The next step was to pick a theme, so there'd be some cohesion to the thing. The idea of revisiting great songs of the 1970s seemed perfect.

I had no idea if I'd be able to round up enough tracks to fill a CD, but in April 2011 I began the process of contacting some of my favorite musicians to invite them to take part. The only rules were, A) pick a song that was a Top 40 hit somewhere on Earth at some point during the '70s, and B) record it with no irony. I made it a point to encourage a wide range of styles and approaches.

I was, and am, completely flabbergasted and overwhelmed by the quantity of the responses and the quality of the music I received. Considering the caliber of the artists whom I asked to participate, I expected it be good. But I could not have foreseen it being absolutely perfect.

It is inspiring to know that musicians appreciate and support freeform public radio. When I imagine the hours of effort that went into making these recordings, I am floored. I am indebted to all of the artists who participated—and to you, the listener, for supporting WFMU.

1. The Dahlmanns "Ring Ring"

At the end of 2011, Norway's the Dahlmanns released their debut album All Dahled Up, which, along with their two recent EPs, established them as one of my new favorite bands. With Andre Dahlmann of the Yum Yums on guitar and vocals, and his wife Line Cecile Dahlmann on lead vocals, their infectious pop encompasses all of the elements necessary to make #1 hit records. The list of influences the band sites is particularly revealing: the Ramones, the Fleshtones, Paul Collins Beat, Amy Rigby, the Queers and Lucinda Williams.

"Ring Ring" is the title song of ABBA's 1973 debut album, and was a Top 40 hit in eight countries. The lyrics were originally written in Swedish by ABBA's Benny and Björn with the group's manager Stig Anderson, and subsequently translated into English by Neil Sedaka and Phil Cody. In Sweden, the original Swedish version reached #1 and the English translation peaked at #2.

Check www.popdetective.com to pick up a CD by the Dahlmanns, or have a listen at www.myspace.com/thedahlmanns.

-

2. Ray Mason Band "Come And Get Your Love"

Recorded November 13th, 2011

Produced, engineered and mixed by Jim Weeks at Cloud Cuckooland, Northampton, MA

Ray Mason – lead vocals, guitar (Silvertone), cowbell

Tom Shea – lead guitar, backing vocals, cowbell

Stephen Desaulniers – bass, backing vocals, cowbell

Frank Marsh – drums, backing vocals, sleigh bells, cowbell

with Jim Weeks – handclaps, backing Vocals

Ray Mason has been playing music for 45+ years in northwest Massachusetts, and still keeps busy bringing his music to the people, pumping out great song after great song, and releasing great new albums, filled with rootsy pop gems, every few years. 

"Come and Get Your Love" (one of my absolute favorite '70s songs) was written by Redbone's singer/guitarist Lolly Vegas, and produced by Lolly and his bassist brother Pat Vegas. Redbone's single peaked at #5 on the Billboard Hot 100 chart in April 1974 and was Top 40 in nine countries. Check the show archives at www.wfmu.org for my interview with the colorful Pat Vegas for the whole story – and my interview with Ray Mason too.

Ray and his band have hit the nail on the head here, recognizing what makes this amazing song tick, but making it their own. Their version is anchored by Ray's 1965 Silvertone, which adds the signature sonic element. Go buy one of Ray's many great albums, and see where he's playing next at www.raymason.com.

-

3. Frank Lee Sprague "Can't Get Enough"

Recorded and pre-mastered by Frank Lee Sprague at Wichita Falls Records Studios, North Hollywood Farms, California USA

America's own Master of Merseybeat, Frank Lee Sprague, pays tribute to the Hollies (and maybe the Fab Four and James and Bobby Purify?) with his cover version of Bad Company's "Can't Get Enough." If this track doesn't bring a smile to your face, you don't have lips. Born in Wichita Falls, Texas and now based in L.A., Frank (a relative of Buddy Holly) made some great Sprague Brothers albums with his brother Chris, and some amazing solo records including Merseybeat (2004), Cavern (2005), and Merry Merseybeat Christmas (2006). Harmony, melody, guitar wizardry and Beatle energy – what more could you ask for?

"Can't Get Enough" was written by Mick Ralphs, former Mott The Hopple member and guitarist for Bad Company, whose version was a #5 hit on the Billboard chart and #1 in Cashbox. You can hear the (excellent) Bad Company version hourly on any Classic Rock radio station.

Visit www.frankleesprague.com for an in-depth look/listen to all that Frank Lee Sprague is up to – including his new single "I'll Never Leave You"/"Merseybeat" & check the archives for our two interviews!
-

4. Bambi Kino "You're Sixteen"

Mark Rozzo, Ira Elliot, Doug Gillard and Erik Paparozzi

Comprised of members of internationally renowned bands such as Nada Surf, Cat Power, Maplewood and Guided by Voices, Bambi Kino resurrects the sound and spirit of the Hamburg-era Beatles by performing only songs that would have been in the Beatles' live set circa 1960! It is an amazing idea for a band – and this line-up makes the most of it.

"You're Sixteen" was a #8 hit for Johnny Burnette, in December 1960, and a #1 hit for Ringo Starr in January 1974. It was written by Richard and Robert Sherman, who also wrote numerous songs for various Disney productions, including Mary Poppins and The Jungle Book, as well as "It's a Small World" and various hits for Annette Funicello.

Get more info on Bambi Kino and check out their self-titled debut album (recorded at the Indra Club in Hamburg) at

www.bambi-kino.com.

-

5. Stevie Jackson & the Wellgreen "Rock Your Baby"
Stevie Jackson - Guitar, Electric Sitar, Stylophone, Vocals

Marco Rea - Bass, Keyboards, Gloc, Vocals

Stu Kidd - Drums, Percussion, Vocals

Engineered and Mixed by Marco Rea

Glaswegian Stevie Jackson has been playing guitar, singing and writing #1 hit songs for Belle and Sebastian since they formed in 1996. Check the show archives for our 2007 chat.

"Rock Your Baby" was written by Harry Wayne Casey (aka KC) and Richard Finch of KC and the Sunshine Band, in 1974 they produced George McCrae's version of the song, which was a #1 hit in both the U.S. and the U.K. It is one of fewer than 30 singles to have sold 10 million or more copies worldwide. "Rock Your Baby" also inspired the equally funky answer hit "Rockin' Chair," sung by George's then-wife Gwen McCrae.

Stevie released his first solo album (I Can't Get No) Stevie Jackson in 2011; it's yours at  www.steviejackson.net.

-

6. The Bo-Keys featuring Percy Wiggins “Stuck in the Middle with You"

Percy Wiggins – vocals

Howard Grimes – drums

Scott Bomar – bass

Joe Restivo – guitar

Al Gamble – keyboard

Marc Franklin – trumpet 

Kirk Smothers – sax

Recorded by Justin Hess at Electraphonic Recording

Mixed by Scott Bomar at Electraphonic Recording

Produced by Scott Bomar

Memphis' Bo-Keys combine some of the city's best young musicians with some veteran players from the days when the city was churning out classic soul on labels like Hi and Stax. The band manages the neat trick of achieving the quintessential Memphis sound while still sounding contemporary.

 "Stuck in the Middle with You" was written by Gerry Rafferty and Joe Egan and originally a hit for their band Stealers Wheel, peaking in 1973 at #6 in the U.S. and #8 in the U.K. It was produced by Jerry Leiber and Mike Stoller.

The Bo-Keys' second album, Got to Get Back, was released in June 2011.  Get the lowdown at: www.thebokeys.com.

-

7. Joe Pernice "It's Different for Girls"

Recorded and performed by Joe Pernice

Joe Pernice is a show favorite. He's carved out a niche of melancholy in the world of rock music with his unique voice and songwriting talent. His way with a song is evidenced here with his stark and striking take on "It's Different for Girls." Joe Pernice could sing the phone book effectively.

Originating on the 1979 album I'm the Man, "It's Different for Girls" was Joe Jackson's biggest U.K. chart single, peaking at number five in the UK. When asked for an interview, Joe's manager told me to try again when Joe had a new record out, but I didn't bother. Once when I was a bartender, Joe stormed out of when I told him he could not smoke.

Info about Joe Pernice, the latest Pernice Brothers album Goodbye, Killer and the recently reunited Scud Mountain Boys may be found at www.pernicebrothers.com.

-

8. Yo La Tengo "I Saw The Light"

Hoboken's Yo La Tengo has a long association with WFMU. Every year since 1996, the band has taken to the air during the station's Marathon to perform impromptu listener requests in exchange for donations to the station.  A selection of those performances was compiled (by our very own Scott Schinder) on the CD Yo La Tengo Is Murdering the Classics. Close friend of the band Ira the K even covers the occasional WFMU fill-in shift: wfmu.org/playlists/IK.

Todd Rundgren's "I Saw the Light" peaked at #16 on the Billboard Hot 100 and #36 on the U.K. singles chart in 1972. Todd has said, "I wrote this song in 15 minutes... it is such a string of clichés that it just doesn't have lasting impact for me." Todd refused my interview request because 9AM (his time, in Hawaii) was "too early."

Visit www.yolatengo.com for info and a generous helping of free audio downloads.

-

9. Dennis Diken with Bell Sound "Love Grows (Where My Rosemary Goes)" 
Ed Alstrom – bass, Hammond B3 organ, piano, backing vocals

Chris Bolger – guitars, backing vocals

Dennis Diken – drums, lead vocals, backing vocals, percussion

David Marks – rhythm guitar, hi-hat

Eddie Brigati – backing vocals

Susan Brigati – backing vocals

Dave Amels – engineer

Produced by Husky Team (Dennis Diken and Dave Amels) for Nun Bett-R Productions
Recorded in NJ at Charlie Blood’s (Garfield), Nun Bett-R Studio (Wood-Ridge) and Alstrom's Basement (Pine Brook)

special thanks to Sal Benanti, Traci Hrebeniuk, Vic Hrebeniuk and Carrie Marks

You may know Dennis for his excellent fill-ins on the airwaves of WFMU, or maybe through his day job (his night job?) as the drummer of the much-loved New Jersey band The Smithereens. In 2002, Diken collaborated with Dave Amels (aka WFMU's D.A. the DJ) to form Husky Team, who released the instrumental album Christmas In Memphis. In 2009, Dennis' first solo album Late Music was released on Cryptovision Records. Dennis supplements his usual band here with with guest stars David Marks of the Beach Boys and Eddie Brigati of the Rascals!
"Love Grows (Where My Rosemary Goes)" was written by Tony Macaulay and Barry Mason, who recorded it as Edison Lighthouse, with prolific session singer Tony Burrows providing the vocals. It reached #5 on U.S. pop chart, #3 in Canada, and #1 in Britain for five weeks in January and February 1970.

For more info about busy Dennis Diken visit www.dennisdiken.com, and check out Dennis' radio show archives at wfmu.org/playlists/DI

-

10. Paul Collins "Here Comes That Rainy Day Feeling" 

Paul Collins featuring Brian Halverson aka Power Pop Baby Face! 

Recorded, mixed and mastered at Cherry Bomb Studios Staten Island, NY

Paul Collins is Power Pop royalty!  From his groundbreaking work with the Nerves – which also included future Plimsouls frontman Peter Case and Jack "Hanging On The Telephone" Lee – to his influential Paul Collins Beat albums, Collins shows why he deserves the title of his latest album King of Power Pop!

"Here Comes That Rainy Day Feeling" (Roger Cook/Roger Greenaway/Tony Macaulay) was a #15 U.S. hit for the Fortunes in 1971. Cook and Greenway also produced the Fortunes' previous hit "You've Got Your Troubles." 

In 2012, longtime friends and musical partners Paul Collins and Peter Case announced a reunion tour paying tribute to their respective bands The Nerves, The Breakaways, The Beat and The Plimsouls. Keep your eyes on thepaulcollinsbeat.com for a venue near you & check the archives for my interview with Paul!

-

11. Shibboleth "Theme from The Rockford Files"

Rich Martin – keyboards

Don Cento – guitar

James Driscoll - bass

Recorded by Shibboleth, mixed by James Driscoll

This Dallas, Texas-based instrumental band is a delight, effortlessly jumping from lounge to surf to jazz with a consistent emphasis on melody that holds it all together. Their two albums defy categorization, but they all fit into the #1 hit category.

The Rockford Files theme was written by TV music veterans Mike Post and Pete Carpenter and released as a single under Post's name. It reached #10 on the Billboard Hot 100 in 1975, and won a Grammy award for Best Instrumental Arrangement. I'd love to know who played what on it – it is a mind-blowing record!

See, hear and buy all things Shibboleth: www.goshibbolethgo.com

-

12. Splitsville "How Deep Is Your Love" 

Matt Huseman - Vocals, guitar
Tony Waddy - Guitar, Vocals

Paul Krysiak - Bass, Keyboards, Vocals

Brandt Huseman - Drums, Vocals

With:

"J.P." Joe Parsons - Drums, Percussion
Produced by Paul Krysiak & Splitsville at Paul’s living room in Baltimore, Maryland

Additional engineering by Mike Becker at CTRL-Z Studios in Denver, Colorado

Harmonies, hooks, pop culture, power pop roots, and energy are the trademarks of Baltimore-based Splitsville. With five albums, one EP and two international compilations to their credit, Splitsville has developed an expertise in making addicting pop music! 

"How Deep Is Your Love” was written and performed by the Brothers Gibb and appeared on the soundtrack of the film Saturday Night Fever. The single was a number three hit in the UK and Australia. In the United States, it topped the Billboard Hot 100 on 24 December 1977 (becoming the first of six consecutive US number-one Bee Gee hits) and stayed in the Top 10 for a then-record 17 weeks.

This track is Splitsville’s first DIY recording since the 1994 debut, Splitsville USA. 

For more information, MP3s and where to buy Splitsville’s music, visit www.HYPERLINK "http://splitsville.com/"splitsville.com
-

13. Mike Viola "Lonely Boy"

Produced, Arranged and Performed by Mike Viola, Victor Indrizzo, Sean Hurley at Barebones Studio Los Angeles CA

Mike Viola is exploding with talent. He's also busy, putting out his own albums (including the new Electro De Perfecto), contributing songs to films like Walk Hard: The Dewey Cox Story and Get Him to the Greek, and producing and collaborating with a diverse list of artists, including Mandy Moore, L.E.O., the Major Labels, Tracy Bonham and Dan Bern.

"Lonely Boy" was written and recorded by Andrew Gold in 1976 for his album What's Wrong with This Picture? In 1977, the single became a Top 20 hit in both the United States (#7) and the United Kingdom (#11). Gold passed away in June 2011.

Check out all of Mike's activity at mikeviola.com, and check out the set he recently did on Pseu's excellent show (http://wfmu.org/playlists/shows/43209)!

-

14. The Explorers Club "Don't Pull Your Love" 

Produced by Jason Brewer and Dave Ellis

Engineered and mixed by Dave Ellis

Kyle Polk – drums

Jason Brewer - vocals, guitar

Paul Runyon - vocals, organ, Rhodes

Justin James - slide guitar, electric guitar

Dave Ellis - vocals, bass, percussion

Special Guest: Trey Cooper – piano

The Explorers Club hails from Charleston, SC, via a time machine. Their recordings combine a seemingly impossible mix of influences, from the Beach Boys to Herb Alpert to the Wrecking Crew to James Bond to garage rock.  The six-man band throws the kitchen sink at their fine original pop songs and end up with a contemporary take on the '60s. It's interesting that while so many bands have tried to recreate the charming chaos of garage rock, so few have tried to recreate the pristine pop of the 60s.

"Don't Pull Your Love" was written by Brian Potter and Dennis Lambert, and recorded in 1971 by Hamilton, Joe Frank and Reynolds, whose single reached #4 on the Billboard Hot 100.  It features former show guest Hal Blaine on drums, and a lead vocal that always reminded me of Elvis Presley. Sam and Dave covered the song the same year; their version reached #36 on the Billboard R&B chart.

The Explorers Club's second album Grand Hotel was recently released to much acclaim.  Find it at: www.explorersclubmusic.com.

-

15. Jay Sherman-Godfrey "Couldn't Get It Right"

Performed by Jay Sherman-Godfrey and Nancy Polstein. Recorded by JSG at Able Mobile Recording Lab. 

Another former program guest, Jay is a longtime fixture on the New York music scene. You may be familiar with his work as a member of the World Famous Blue Jays, his production and guitar work on Laura Cantrell's first two albums, or his stints with They Might Be Giants or Amy Rigby, but his recent solo recordings and his series of "virtual singles" (all #1 hits) also deserve your attention.

I had assumed that the Climax Blues Band was a one-hit wonder from the U.S.A., but it turns out they were formed in Stafford, England in 1968 and have at least seventeen albums! Their "Couldn't Get It Right" was Top Ten in the U.S. and U.K. in 1976. Who knew?

For more on Jay, check the archives for our interview, and visit AbleMobileRecordingLab.bandcamp.com and www.tinyurl.com/7tykgwb for the musical lowdown!

-

16. The Minus 5 "Arms of Mary"

Recorded by Scott McCaughey on December 6, 2011 at the Red Record Room in Portland, Oregon. 

Peter Buck -12-string guitar

Scott McCaughey - all other sounds.

The Minus 5 are an amorphous band headed by our hero Scott McCaughey, and usually containing former R.E.M. guitarist Peter Buck and other well-pedigreed friends. They make rock and roll music – and lots of it – from their home base in Portland, Oregon.

Though not a hit in the U.S.A., "Arms of Mary" was a Top 40 hit in 1976 for the Sutherland Brothers and Quiver in seven countries. It's been covered a shocking number of times, including versions by Chilliwack, the Everly Brothers, Keith Urban, Piet Veerman, Leo Kottke and the New Pornographers.

Visit www.facebook.com/theminus5 to keep tabs on the 5.

-

17. Mike Doughty "Take Me Home, Country Roads" 

"It was just me and a stereo mic, so there's no recording info really."

Mike Doughty is a singer/songwriter, former leader of Soul Coughing and former Knitting Factory doorman.  He recently released the solo album Yes and Also Yes, and an amazing new book The Book of Drugs: A Memoir, in which he recounts his battles with addiction, the music business and the even weirder world of recovery.

"Take Me Home, Country Roads" was written by John Denver, Taffy Nivert and Bill Danoff and first appeared on Denver's 1971 breakout album Poems, Prayers and Promises.  The single went to #2 in the U.S., and remains one of Denver's most-covered songs.

Check in with Mike at www.mikedoughty.com.

-

18. Bucky "Band Of Gold"

Joff - drums, vocals

Simon - vocals, guitar

Bucky's All the New Mistakes was my absolute favorite album a few years ago.  It is a treasure, filled with to-the-point songs with catchy melodies, great lyrics and a unique point of view, all performed with ENERGY from this Bristol-based duo. Some of you might also remember that drummer Joff created the amazing illustrations for last year's award-deserving premium CD Music Is Freedom.

"Band of Gold" was written by Holland–Dozier–Holland (under the pseudonym Edythe Wayne) and Ron Dunbar, and recorded by Freda Payne, whose version went to #3 in the U.S. and #1 in the U.K. in 1970.  For a few weeks recently, the show's message boards were loaded with competing theories about what exactly is the cause of the marital trouble described in the song.  Efforts to get Ms. Payne on the show to straighten things out have, thus far, not been fruitful.

Please visit www.buckytheband.com to buy a CD, get some free MP3s and see some videos of one of my all time favorite bands!

-

19. Eugene Edwards "I Hear You Knocking"

Instruments and vocals performed by Eugene Edwards on September 22, 2011

Recorded at Humble Hill Studios, Eagle Rock, CA

Mixed and pre-mastered by Dave Peterson at Wooly Mammoth II studios

Eugene Edwards caught my attention when I got an earful of his 2005 debut album, My Favorite Revolution.  It was, and remains, a breath of fresh air,  with #1 hit influences from the likes of the Who, the Kinks, the Beatles, Squeeze and Elvis Costello worn proudly. 

"I Hear You Knocking" was written by New Orleans' Dave Bartholomew and Pearl King in 1955, the same year that Smiley Lewis' version reached #2 on the Billboard R&B chart. It's been covered a million times since then, its malleability a sign of how solid a song it is. Dave Edmunds' version reached #4 on the Billboard singles chart in 1971.  The previous year, it took the coveted Christmas #1 slot in the U.K., where it topped the singles chart for six weeks.

The L.A.-based Edwards' one-man-band version of this classic invokes the spirit of Bo Diddley, with a nod to both previous hit versions. Learn more about Eugene at www.eugeneedwards.com.

-

20. Frank Bango "You Wear It Well" 

New York's Frank Bango took time out from the sessions for his fifth album Touchy/Feely to record this for us.  While we wait patiently for the new release (due in mid 2012) we've got his previous four albums, all of which are excellent, to tide us over.
"You Wear It Well" was written by Rod Stewart and Martin Quittenton (the same duo that co-wrote "Maggie May"), and Stewart's version appeared on his album Never A Dull Moment. The song was a worldwide hit in 1972, reaching #1 in the U.K. and #13 in the U.S.

Frank speaks his mind and posts music, photos and updates at www.sincererecording.com.

-

21. Wreckless Eric & Amy Rigby "The Guitar Man"

"Amy played piano and treated Crumar Insta-Piano, Eric played bass and acoustic guitar, the Mini-pips Junior played itself and the electronic orchestrations were played by members of the cast. Something like that."

Wreckless Eric and Amy Rigby both have long and amazing individual resumes. Both are songwriters after my own heart, with catalogs to back it up. Their first duo album Wreckless Eric & Amy Rigby was released in 2008. After some years living in France, they moved to the U.S.A. in the autumn of 2011. 

"The Guitar Man" was written by David Gates and was the title track of Gates' group Bread's 1972 album. It peaked at #11 on the Billboard Hot 100, as well as #1 on Billboard's Easy Listening chart.

According to Eric, "We're working on a new album, I think it's going to be quite strange. " Chart their progress at www.amyrigby.com/wrecklessericamyrigby

-

22. Chandler Travis Philharmonic "Right Back Where We Started From"

Rikki Bates - drums

Fred Boak - vocal

Dan Brantigan - trumpet

Mark Chenevert - clarinet

Dinty Child - mandocello, vocal

Keiichi Hashimoto - trumpet

Bob Pilkington - trombone

Keith Spring - keyboard

John Styklunas - string bass

Chandler Travis - guitar and vocal.

Recorded at Harry's in Hyannis, Massachusetts by Chris Blood.  Mixed by Rikki Bates, Chris Blood and Chandler Travis

From his home base in Cape Cod, Massachusetts, Chandler Travis keeps busy playing in a number of bands including summertime favorites the Incredible Casuals and the nine piece Chandler Travis Philharmonic, whose live version of "Right Back Where We Started From" closes things out. The band's sound has been described as "alternative Dixieland," "omnipop," and it has been said that the band "might be the missing link between the Kinks and Sun Ra."  If you've never seen them live, you must!

"Right Back Where We Started From" was co-written by former Michael Shelley Show guest J. Vincent Edwards, who co-produced Maxine Nightingale's 1976 worldwide hit version (#2 in the U.S., #8 in the U.K.). Edwards and Nightingale were both alumni of the London production of Jesus Christ Superstar. 

For more of the story behind the original version, check the archives for the full interview: www.wfmu.org/michael. Visit www.chandlertravis.com for a look into Chandler's world.

-

 A GRAND THANKS TO:

-Steve McFarland for the package design and amazing Photoshop work on the front and back covers! 

-Thomas Placke for editing the perfect video!

-Scott Anthony for mastering the project! 

-Rex for lending his voice talents to the commercials! 

-Scott Schinder for editing help, and so many excellent minutes!
-You for your pledge to the 2012 WFMU Fund Raising Marathon! 

Michael Shelley 2012

